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HAMBLETON DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
 

Report To: Council  
  11 December 2012   
 
From:  The Director of Corporate Services 
 
Subject: LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION DRAFT 

RECOMMENDATIONS  
All Wards 

___________________________________________________________________   
 
1.0 PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND:   
 
1.1 The Local Government Boundary Commission has recently published its draft 

recommendations for electoral review of Hambleton District Council.  A formal 
consultation will now take place ending on 7 January 2013, following which 
the Commission will formulate its final recommendations in spring 2013.   

 
1.2 The purpose of this report is to determine whether the Council wishes to 

make any representations on the draft recommendations.    
 
1.3 The Electoral Arrangements Working Group met on 27 November 2012 and 

its views are set out below. 
 
 
2.0 THE DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
2.1 Members have had a copy of the draft recommendations sent to them.  They 

comprise a report and accompanying map.  A summary is attached to this 
report.   

 
2.2 The draft recommendations reflect the Council’s view that 28 Members is the 

appropriate size for the Council.  However, the recommendations do not fully 
reflect the Council’s view on warding arrangements.   

 
2.3 The Commission have broken their proposals into four areas:- 
 
 South Hambleton:   
 

The LGBC are proposing a 3 seat Easingwold Ward and a 1 seat Huby Ward.  
HDC had proposed 2, two seat Wards in this area.    It should be noted that 
there is an error in the attached summary because Beningbrough Parish is 
erroneously referred to as being in the proposed Huby Ward.   
 
Central Hambleton:  
 
The LGBC adopted HDC’s proposal for the Thirsk and Sowerby/Topcliffe 
Wards, but have transferred some parishes (Catton and Skipton-on-Swale) 
from Sowerby/Topcliffe to Thirsk and added some further Wards (Kirby 
Knowle, Newsham and Breckenbrough and Sandhutton) to Thirsk.   



The LGBC accepted without amendment HDC’s proposals for new Bagby and 
Thorntons and Raskelf and White Horse Wards.   
 
The LGBC accepted without amendment HDC’s proposal for a Romanby 
Ward and made slight amendments to the boundaries of HDC’s proposed 
Northallerton North and Brompton and Northallerton South Wards.     
 
West Hambleton: 
  

 The LGBC is proposing a 3 Member Bedale Ward (which includes the whole 
of Aiskew parish) and a single Member Tanfield Ward in contrast to HDC’s 
proposals for a 2 Member Bedale Ward and two single Member Wards. 

 
 North Hambleton: 
 
 The LGBC have retained three single Member Wards in the area to the north, 

east and west of Northallerton, but have made significant changes to the HDC 
proposals, most notably the proposed Osmotherley Ward.   

 
The LGBC have accepted HDC’s proposal for a 2 Member Great Ayton Ward, 
but have merged HDC’s proposed Stokesley and Rudby Wards to create a 
3 Member Ward.   

 
 Overall: 
 
 The LGBC proposals reduce the number of Wards from HDC’s proposed 17 

to 16.   
 

Some minor changes are made to warding arrangements for Northallerton 
Town Council (reducing the Wards from 4 to 3), but no other changes are 
made to parishes. 
 
 

3.0 THE WORKING GROUP’S COMMENTS:  
 
3.1 The Working Group generally supported the LBGC’s proposals.  It noted that 

the Parish of Burrill-with-Cowling is part of a combined Parish Council and 
should therefore be included in the proposed Tanfield Ward.   

 
3.2 It also noted that the proposed constituency boundary between the 

Richmondshire and Thirsk and Malton constituencies bisects the proposed 
Wards of Morton-on-Swale and Bagby and Thorntons and felt that the LGBC 
should take note of the practical implications for running parliamentary 
elections, but that no changes to the draft recommendations be made.     
 
 

4.0 CONCLUSION:  
 
4.1 The LGBC has accepted some of the warding proposals made by HDC and 

amended others.  The Council now needs to decide whether it wishes to 
make formal representations on the draft recommendations.  Individuals and 
other organisations will be able to make representations directly to the LGBC.   

 
4.2 Electoral numbers for parishes will be available at the meeting of the Working 

Group.  



5.0 RECOMMENDATION:   
 
5.1 That Council support the Working Group’s observations in paragraphs 3.1 

and 3.2 above and that these be passed to the Local Government Boundary 
Commission.   
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